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DraCor
or: why am I here?





https://dracor.org





Overview-Page of GerDraCor: https://dracor.org/ger



GerDraCor-Data on Github: https://github.com/dracor-org/gerdracor 



Dramatic Texts encoded in TEI



Overview DraCor 
system 
components
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DraCor as a Prototype of a 
Programmable Corpus

“Programmable Corpora –– Corpora that 
expose an open, transparently documented 
and (at least partly) research-driven API to 
make texts machine-actionable.” 
(Working Definition in CLS INFRA D7.1 ‘On Programmable Corpora’)

… inspired by Aaron Swartz’s metaphor of a 
“natural growth” of APIs out of web 
resources (Swartz: A Programmable Web): 
APIs are not only added, but almost “naturally 
grow out of” corpora

https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.766496



APIs can …

❏ support the stabilization of epistemic objects in CLS
❏ facilitate the standardization of (some) CLS 

workflows 
❏ simplify working with digital materials and applying 

digital methods in CLS 
❏ be possible solutions for working with 

copyright-protected material in CLS 



OpenAPI 
Specification of 
the DraCor API
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Linked Data in 
DraCor
A very “practical” perspective



“LOD-friendly”?

“In Anlehnung an das Projekt »Programmable Web« – das eine Datenbank von offenen APIs 
unterhält und dessen Slogan lautet: »APIs, Mashups and the Web as Platform« (zugänglich 
unter https://www.programmableweb.com/ ) – schlagen wir für 
infrastrukturell-forschungsorientierte, offene, erweiterbare und LOD-freundliche Korpora den 
Begriff ›Programmable Corpora‹ vor.”
(Fischer et al. 2019a)

Fischer, Frank, Ingo Börner, u. a. „Programmable Corpora: Die digitale Literaturwissenschaft zwischen Forschung und Infrastruktur am Beispiel 
von DraCor“. DHd2019: »Digital Humanities: multimedial & multimodal«. 25–29 March 2019. Book of Abstracts, Johannes Gutenberg University 
Mainz/Goethe University Frankfurt, 2019, S. 194–97. 

“In allusion to the project “ProgrammableWeb” – which maintains a database of open APIs 
and whose slogan is: “APIs, Mashups and the Web as Platform” (accessible at https://www. 
programmableweb.com/) – we propose the term ‘Programmable Corpora’ for 
research-oriented corpora providing an API.” (Fischer et al. 2019b)
Frank Fischer et al.: Programmable Corpora: Introducing DraCor, an Infrastructure for the Research on European Drama. Proceedings of 
DH2019: »Complexities«, Utrecht, doi:10.5281/zenodo.4284002.



https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Q77214
https://github.com/dracor-org/gerdracor/blob/main/tei/gryphius-leo-armenius-oder-fuersten-mord.xml#L10-L17


SPARQL Interface: https://dracor.org/sparql



DraCor Ontology
A result of Rapid Prototyping



DraCor Ontology

https://vowl.acdh.oeaw.ac.at/#iri=https://raw.githubusercontent.com/dracor-org/dracor-schema/ontology/ontology/dracor-ontology.xml

https://vowl.acdh.oeaw.ac.at/#iri=https://raw.githubusercontent.com/dracor-org/dracor-schema/ontology/ontology/dracor-ontology.xml


“Aligning” the 
DraCor Ontology 
with CIDOC-CRM
A first attempt of going into the “Salt Mines 
of the Semantic Web”



doi:10.2200/S00481ED1V01Y201302WBE005

“Many of them have gone around talking about 
the ‘Semantic Web’ in which our computers 
would be finally capable of ‘machine 
understanding’.” 

“They formed committees to form working 
groups to write drafts of ontologies that 
carefully listed (in 100-page Word documents) 
all possible things in the universe and the 
various properties they could have, and they 
spent hours in Talmudic debates over whether 
a washing machine was a kitchen appliance or 
a household cleaning device.” [...] 
(Swartz 2013)

“I too did my time in the 
Semantic Web salt 
mines.” 



https://www.cidoc-crm.org/







RDF module of 
the DraCor API
[Link]

https://github.com/dracor-org/dracor-api/blob/refactor-rdf-module/modules/rdf.xqm#L620
https://github.com/dracor-org/dracor-api/blob/refactor-rdf-module/modules/rdf.xqm#L620




frbroo: F38 Character

F38 in FRBRoo v. 2.4 (https://www.cidoc-crm.org/frbroo/fm_releases)



frbroo: R57 is based on
Scope note:
This property associates an instance of F38 Character with an instance of E39 Actor that the 
character is motivated by or is intended to represent. An instance of F38 Character may be 
based on a combination of features taken from several actors. This property is a shortcut of the 
more fully developed path from E28 Conceptual Object, restricted to F38 Character, through 
the inverse of P94 has created (was created by), E65 Creation P17 was motivated by 
(motivated) to E1 CRM Entity restricted to E39 Actor.

Examples:
The Character ‘Sinuhe’ (F38) in Mika Waltari’s ‘Sinuhe the Egyptian: A Novel’ R57 is based
on Sinuhe (E21) (documented in the autobiographic narrative in fragments carried by The
Ramesside Papyrus, Pap. Berlin 10499, Pap. Berlin 3022, The Amherst fragments (m-q) and
other Egyptian sources)
The Character ‘Alexander’ (F38) in Mary Renault’s ‘Fire from Heaven’ R57 is based on
Alexander the Great of Macedon (356-323) (E21)

R57 in FRBRoo v. 2.4 (https://www.cidoc-crm.org/frbroo/fm_releases)



SPARQL Characters across Corpora

https://bit.ly/3pMCid8


Intro to DraCor and LOD: https://github.com/dracor-org/dracor-notebooks/blob/lod-intro/lod-intro/lod-intro.ipynb

https://bit.ly/3pMCid8
https://github.com/dracor-org/dracor-notebooks/blob/lod-intro/lod-intro/lod-intro.ipynb




“FRBR Group1 Entities” in FRBRoo
(in FRBRoo v. 2.4)



Subclasses of Work and 
Expression (FRBRoo v. 2.4)



(LRMoo Draft v0.9.3)



… and the Characters (in LRMoo)?

CRMsoc 
(still a draft only)

https://cidoc-crm.org/crmsoc/sites/default/files/CRMsoc_20190326.pdf


… and now ???
Some modeling proposals and a lot of 
questions



Spoken Text via API:
https://dracor.org/api/corpora/ger/play/lessing-emilia-galotti
/spoken-text-by-character

<ParticDesc>
https://github.com/dracor-org/gerdracor/blob/main/tei/lessi
ng-emilia-galotti.xml#L52-L99
<CastList>
https://github.com/dracor-org/gerdracor/blob/main/tei/lessi
ng-emilia-galotti.xml#L139-L159

https://dracor.org/api/corpora/ger/play/lessing-emilia-galotti/spoken-text-by-character
https://dracor.org/api/corpora/ger/play/lessing-emilia-galotti/spoken-text-by-character
https://github.com/dracor-org/gerdracor/blob/main/tei/lessing-emilia-galotti.xml#L52-L99
https://github.com/dracor-org/gerdracor/blob/main/tei/lessing-emilia-galotti.xml#L52-L99
https://github.com/dracor-org/gerdracor/blob/main/tei/lessing-emilia-galotti.xml#L139-L159
https://github.com/dracor-org/gerdracor/blob/main/tei/lessing-emilia-galotti.xml#L139-L159


The case of DraCor: 
“Characters” vs. “Nodes” in a Network



DraCor 
Characters and 
Nodes in 
CIDOC/LRMoo



DraCor 
Characters and 
Nodes in 
CIDOC/LRMoo



(“Potsdam”) Prototype 
for Modeling GOLEM 
Fanfic-Characters
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